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1. Why declare an ecological emergency? 

The climate emergency has seen an unprecedented level of attention, but despite a rising 

awareness of the nature crisis, this has yet to be translated into council policy in a similar 

way.  A recent survey of local councils in Cornwall found that, of those responding, 52% 

have declared a climate emergency compared to only 12% declaring an ecological 

equivalent.  Yet the science is clear: the climate and ecology crises are intertwined, and to 

solve one we must also fix the other.  

 

2. Is there evidence of an ecological emergency? 

The global and local evidence are clear that nature is in crisis. Major intergovernmental 

studies have shown that wildlife is being lost at an historically unprecedented rate – and a 

rapid decline is happening nationally and locally too.   

 

In Cornwall;  

• 12% of important species are now threatened with local extinction or complete loss 

in Cornwall. 

• 21 breeding birds, 8 bumblebees and 4 vascular plants have gone extinct in Cornwall 

since the 1970s. 

• Nearly 1/2 of terrestrial mammals and 3/5 of butterflies of are found in fewer places 

in Cornwall since the 1980s. 

• Only 21% of land and 7% of our inshore seabed area was in positive management for 

nature in 2019. 
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• Only 24% of our rivers and 15% of lakes had a good status for wildlife in 2019. 

 

You can find more about Cornwall’s State of Nature here . 

 

3. What would declaring an ecological emergency mean for our council? 

Declaring an ecological emergency serves little purpose without a plan of action to support 

it.  Plans will vary according to the assets, size, location and responsibilities of each council.  

It is therefore up to your council to decide what you want to do, and how much resource 

you want to invest in particular activities.  These activities tend to be focused in the 

following areas, and benefit people as well as wildlife; 

 

• Habitat creation (including tree & pollinator friendly planting) 

• Increasing connectivity between green spaces 

• Rewilding or restoration projects 

• Purchasing land to create nature reserves 

• Centring of environmental concerns within council policy and decision making 

 

It is a good idea to develop simple metrics so you can track progress of actions over time.   

(e.g. by measuring the reduction in pesticide use).  You can find an example of one city 

council’s ecological emergency plan here. 

https://www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-05/State%20of%20Nature%20Cornwall%202020%20Report.pdf
https://www.bristolonecity.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/One-City-Ecological-Emergency-Strategy.pdf

